
A Walk Back in Time                      
A journey to discover Ballarats hidden wetlands 
 

As part of the SpringFest celebrations, the Cardigan Windermere Landcare Group had an information tent 
around Lake Wendouree which was visited by 100’s of people throughout the day.  Information was 
presented about the environmental history of Lake Wendouree and the flora and fauna of Winter Swamp, 
comparing the 2 reserves and the different management they have had in the past.  In addition, Ballarat 
Bird Life and the local Field Naturalists had displays showcasing their activities and information.   
 

 
Photo: John Gregurke from Ballarat Field Naturalists and Sandra Dillon from Cardigan-Windermere Landcare 

 
Following the display at SpringFest a bus tour (formally a walk) from Lake Wendouree to Winter Swamp 
took over 20 people on a tour of Ballarat’s forgotten wetlands.   
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
1. Lake Wendouree 

2. Lake Gardens 

3. Flaxmill Swamp 

4. Mars Wetlands 

5. Winter Swamp 



Guest speakers included local natural historian Roger Thomas, retired wetlands expert Gavin Cerini, Hedley 

Thomson from Ballarat Environment Network and Gavin Wilson, environment officer for Mars Ltd.   

 
Top: Gavin Cerini at 

Flaxmill Swamp talking 

about the importance of this 

reserve and the 

environmental degradation 

which has occurred as a 

result of the industrial 

development surrounding the 

site. 

Left: Gavin Wilson, Gavin 

Cerini and Hedley Thomson 

discussing the work which 

Mars is undertaking to treat 

water on site using settling 

ponds and natural 

vegetation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Photo: Members of the public joined up with Cardigan –Windermere Landcare for a journey of discovery at 

Winter Swamp. 

 

 
Photo: Roger Thomas shares his knowledge of the flora and fauna of Winter Swamp. 

 

The success of the day has meant that the local Landcare Group are keen to make this a regular event in 

November with options for a second walk in autumn.   
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